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Corn  .unity  antonnc  television  (CATV)   or  cable  television 
or  juot  cable  ia  s  concept  about  aa  old  as  television  itself. 
Since  television  transi.iasions  are  electroiiagnetic  in  nature, 
it  is  just  as  sensible   (or  i.ore  so)  to  transi.it  television 
via  T'd.res  and  cables  as  it  is  to  broadcast  tlirough  the  air. 
Indeed,   since  the  propaj^ation  of  electronajietic  ijaves  through 
a  gas   (air)  talces  nore  power  t'.ian  it  does  to  trsnsidt  through 
a  solid  (the  vjires  in  a  cable),  it  would  appear  that  cable 
TV  has  a  distinct  advantage  over  air-broadcast  television. 

Many  areas  of  the  nation  have  poor  reception  to  television, 
either  because  of  topography  or  of  distance  fron  the  nearest 
transivdtter.     Cable  got  its  start  when  private  corporations 
would  construct  a  large  antenna  wliich  would  receive  the  dis- 
tant/bio  eked- out  pictures,   ar ^.plify  tliei.i,   and  rebroadcast  then 
to  the  coi.axinity  via  cable.     Since  less  power  is  involved, 
a  loxjer  cost  is  incurred  by  t'lis  i.:ethod  over  the  original 
broadcaster.     Pictures  were  luch  clearer  since  at;.ospheric 
disturbances  such  a.s  storvis  do  not  affect  cable  transrission 
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the  aci'-Q  C.3  brocdcact  pictures,     Fincll^j   nines  the  ceble 
represento  z  closed  systei.  betvjeen  the  cable  trcnsiitter 
and  t!ie  cubocribGr,  Icgg  outside  interference  end  lorrer 
power  require: ;entc;  j.een  that  the  ccble  ecu  offer  c  idder 
variety  of  chennelG  then  Ccin  brocdeact  telovicion. 

Municipel  ^o'^Q^ni lents  becoiie  involved  in  esble  TV  opera- 
tions when  t!ie  ccble  operator  wcnts  to  run  'lis  cable  lines 
froii  transrdtter  to  subscriber,   either  elon;^  poles  or  under- 
ground.    In  eit'ier  case,   since  use  of  the  public  streets  and 
byways  in  the  ixmicipality  is  indicated,   and  since  nost  state 
legislatures  wldch  have  addressed  ther^selves  to  cable  TV  have 
defined  the  sa:.e  as  a  public  utility,   the  city  govemi.ent 
has  jurisdiction  over  t'le  cable  TV  operator.     Tills  jurisdic- 
tion appears  in  the  forr^  of  francliises,  t'aat  is,    a  setting 
forth  by  the  £,overiii.:ent  of  the  areas  in  wliich  any  one  cable 
operation  nay  be  established  i-jithout  coi petition  or  inter- 
ference fror:  any  other  operator.     For  tliis  privelede;e  the 
cable  TV  firi.  pays  the  city  a  percentai;;e  of  gross  revenues, 
usually  between  one  and  three  percent  per  year. 

A  cable  systen  can  be  as  lartje  or  as  G::all  as  t'le  oper- 
atinc  flrr.  desires,   and  consequently  nanj^  applications  of 
the  systei:  can  be  utilized  in  a  variety  of  wa^y-s.     Of  course, 
the  orii^inal  r.otivation  of  cable  TV  was  the  rebroadcast  of 
coniiorcial  television.     However,  the  systen  is  also  ideal 
for  the  broadcastinj  of  national  and  local  educational  pro- 
grar.;3,  and  snail  cormnity  systeris  are  tlio  basis  for  fosterin^:, 
and  arplifyin-  "neii;^hborhood"  concepts  t:irou;^!i  United-area 
broadcasts. 
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Additionally,  the  folloid-n^  eppli cations  have  been 
envisioned  for  cable  TV  systeiis:     inter-hoGpital  nedical/ 
diagnostic  syGteiisj   chopping  GerviceGj  use  by  pouor  and  gas 
cor^panies  to  read  neters  without  sending  out  r^ter-readors 
(h\anan  variety)  |   clarr.  systens  hooked  dj.rectly  into  police 
and  fire  station  GTatchbocrds|   accesG  to  corputerG,    civen 
a  keyboard  attaclii^ent  to  the  television  setj   continuous,   off 
-the-;7ire  news  prograisj   continuous  stock  narket  ticker  tape 
broadcasts  J  ncxjspapers,  nagazines,  nail  and  telegrams  delivered 
to  the  hone  id  a  a  facsinilie  nacliine  attached  to  the  TV  setj 
continuous  rionitoring  of  public  service  veliicles  by  censors 
located  at  various  points  along  the  cablej   and  municipal 
affairs  braodcasts,  to  increase  the  citizen's  involvenent 
x-dth  local  governrient. 

Indeed,   tlxLs  latteriiost  application  is  becoilng  reality 
as  riunicipal  corporations  are  requiring  franc'dce  grantees, 
as  a  condition  of  the  francliise,  to  set  aside  one  channel 
for  nunicipal  affairs.     Jacksonville,  Florida  broadcasts  all 
of  its  city  council  r.eetings. 

Tlus  topic  has  inportance  not  only  to  the  urban  researcher, 
but  to  the  average  person  who  lives  in  a  city  contei  .plating 
the  granting  of  cable  TV  francises.     A  great  deal  of  cor.:pe- 
tition  is  found  ai.ong  francliise  seekers,  w'lo  see  sn  oppor- 
t^anity  to  tape  the  local  advertising  narkets  th.rough  low-coct 
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corjierci£l3  2. ads  possible  by  loT.'ar-coct  brcodcasting.     Great 
care  rxist  be  taJten  to  see  that  any  franchise  granted  offers 
the  r.iaxLimi  benefits  for  the  operator,  the  city,   and  the 

subscriber  jointly. 
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